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Susan enabled a Winchester garden owner 
fulfil their dream courtyard garden on the 
edge of the city. The brief was to create an 
elegant space for relaxing and entertaining, 
with ample room enough to entertain parties 
of 10 or more on occasion and access for 
less able visitors. Storage was essential. 
Planting to be abundant and easy to 
maintain. 

This south west facing garden (approx. 
60m2) has neighbouring boundaries on two 
sides with a side entrance in an existing brick 
wall. In the middle of the garden was a mature pollard tree in a small raised bed. During the 

summer the tree’s top growth made it almost impossible to 
move from one end of the courtyard to the other. Existing 
paving had been installed upside down, corner joints of the 
raised beds were quite shabby and loose in places. 

The challenge 
was to make the space feel larger 
and inviting from the two house 
entrances and from the property’s 
two floors. 

The design inspiration came from looking at the history of the building, an old workhouse. The 
design was based around a curve to give as much movement around the garden as possible, the 

idea came from the top curve of a skipping rope 
(assuming that the little girls in the workhouse played 
with a skipping rope in the yard).� 

The design had 
to take 
inspiration from 
and be in 
keeping with the 
surrounding 
buildings. 

before  

design  concept  

before  
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The site was cleared October 2013 and work began on the 
double skin 1.8m high brick wall to one end of the courtyard 
to match the existing brick wall opposite. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The weather was very kind to the 
landscaper & builders the first couple of 
weeks, then the last of the raised bed 
work was hampered by rain, rain and 

more rain. Because of the tightness of the curve on the raised beds, the bed walls were built in 
half bricks, which was carried out to perfection. The sharpness of the finish was executed very 
well.  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A small brick cabin with a sedum roof was also built incorporating a scalloped lead edge detail to 
match that on the house render. The cabin had a built in drain to remove excess water from the 
sedum roof cavity. The trellis panels were fixed with threaded bars enabling removal for ongoing 
maintenance of the rendered wall and the setts were grouted with permeable bound fine 
aggregate. 
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The 100x100x50mm blue grey granite 
setts were laid in two curves, one 
seemingly crossing over the over. The 
pattern worked well from above and was 
laid with precision. 

The planting had to work on two levels, 
one a very sunny wall which reflected a 
lot of sun in the summer and a shadier 
side on opposite long boundary. 

Mood boards were created and a choice 
of plants and bulbs were planted at the 
end of 2013. 

A comprehensive maintenance plan enables the client to keep the planting in tip top condition. 

  

Sun loving planting (left) v shade loving planting (right) and 
 the garden photographed in April 2014 (below) 

 new garden 


